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Furutani’s Filipino American Resolution Passes k&gure

SACRAMENTO - Assembly Joint Resolution 65 (AJR @&)thored by Assemblymember Warren T.
Furutani, which formally recognizes the importaohtibutions of Filipino and Filipino Americans te
history and cultural heritage of California, susfaly passed the Legislature and was officiallppigd as
Resolution Chapter 131 last week. AJR 65 passt#dhlmuses of the Legislature with strong bipartisan
support.

“Filipinos have had a strong presence in Califarsiace their first recorded arrival in 1587, ye# tole that
they have played throughout the state’s histooftsn marginalized, if not forgotten,” Furutanidai

A critical part of that forgotten history includéee leadership of Filipino farm workers like PhiMera Cruz
and Larry Itliong, who initiated the earliest gragigke in 1965, setting in motion the organizatadrihe
legendary United Farm Workers movement. Agbayaltaye, a retirement facility for elderly Filipinarm
workers who fought for the very labor rights aneefiloms we enjoy today, still stands at Forty Aares
Delano.

However, historical sites like these and cultueaiters like Manilatowns and Filipinotowns throughthe
state continue to be challenged by the pressuresah renewal, redevelopment, and decay.

“It is incumbent upon our state and local governtaén preserve, protect, and restore the cultueadty
historically significant sites and communities thet important to the identity of Filipino and pilo
Americans as a community and our collective histasgid Furutani.

AJR 65 expresses the state’s commitment to prexgthie important legacy of Filipino and Filipino
Americans, and it is supported by a broad-baselitiooeof advocates, academics, and community
organizations.
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